IO6                 GEOGRAPHY   BEHIND   POLITICS
The pioneers of the Age of Discovery laid the foundations
of political systems which they could scarcely have foreseen.
Quite apart from the commercial and naval developments which
followed their voyages and discoveries, they paved the way for
the establishment of great maritime empires, the leaders of
which soon came to appreciate the value of sea power as the
means of securing and expanding their territories. For the first
time in history the oceans became the world's highways.
Colonies were founded, trade increased rapidly, and the ships
of the West European maritime Powers brought into contact
territories which had previously been inaccessible to each other.
Such a revolutionary development demanded a re-orientation
in the minds of the men who were responsible for the formula-
tion of the policies which were to guide the growth of the new
world relationships. Their eyes were temporarily turned away
from the lands to the oceans where the most enlightened of
them realized that the future greatness of their countries lay.
But once the new lands were discovered, once the colonies
were set up, it became clear that further territorial and economic
expansion necessitated a parallel development of land com-
munications if the maximum benefits were to be derived from
the human activities on the oceans and their immediate shore-
lands. Efforts in this direction were first centred on unsurfaced
roads, barely more than tracks, and it was not until the inven-
tions of the nineteenth century led to the application of first
iron and then steel that the railway and the steamship became
the integrating factors in a vast new global network of com-
munications which made possible unrivalled progress in
productiveness and material prosperity, and also created
innumerable problems in the construction and organization of
the new means of circulation.
The corollary of all this progress was a marked quickening
of the tempo of international competition, both in the acquisition
of territory and of markets, but also for supremacy in world
trade through control of routes on sea and on land. With the
single exception of China, and that for special reasons, all the'
major States of the twentieth century have attempted, with
varying success, to create powerful merchant marines and
appropriate naval fleets to protect them, and have designed